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Inthefirsthalfofthetwelfthcentury(Hijra)theIslamicWorldhadreacheditsextremedecline,

degradationandutterfall.Theatmospherewasverygloomyanddarknesshadcoveredallits

regions.Moraldegradationandcorruptionwasrampanteverywhere.Asforreligionitwas

decadentaseverythingelse.Thepureandausteremonotheism (TAWHEED)oftheProphet

(sal)hadbecomecorruptedwiththeburgeoninggrowthofsuperstitionandmysticism.The

mosquesstoodempty,unfrequentedandevendeserted.Theignorantmultitudedeckedoutin

amulets,charmsandrosarieslistenedtoandblindlyfollowedsqualidfaqeersandecstatic

dervishes.Thesemenurgedthem toperform pilgrimagestothetombsofSaintsandseektheir

intercessionwithAllah.AsforthemoralpreceptsordainedbytheQur’antheytoowereignored

aswellasdefied.Eventheconsumptionofintoxicantsandopium werewellnighuniversal.Inall

certaintythelifehadbeenbulldozedoutofIslam,leavingbehindnaughtbutadryhuskof

meaninglessritualanddegradingsuperstition.

TheperiodofthePiousPredecessorsbeingalreadypassed,innovationsandsuperstitions

croppedupandvastlymushroomed.Thepeoplewentbacktotheiroldpracticesofidolatry.

Theystartedpayinghomagetoshrinesandgraves,somuchsothattheyevendirectedtheir

devotionalprayersandsupplicationstowardsthegravestotheexclusionofAllah.Theygave

precedencetothephilosophicalviewsandtaqleed(blindfollowing)overtheSunnah.They

divestedAllahofHisessentialattributesbymakingfalseinterpretationsontheQur’anictexts.

But,allpraisestoAllah,nogeneration,persistentlybesetwithinnovationsandabominableShirk

waseverdevoidofsincerereformerswhorevivedthefaithtoitspristinepurity.Insuchdarkest

hour,avoicecamecryingoutofthevastArabiandesert,thecradleofIslam,callingthefaithful

backtothetruepath,theoneandonlyway-theQur’anandtheSunnah.Thatwasthegreat

Mujaddidandpuritanreformer,thecelebratedSheikhMuhammadibnAbdal-Wahhab,who

kindledafire,whichspreadandengulfedtheremotestcornersoftheMuslim World,purging

Islam ofitsdecadenceandrevivingthefervorofdaysgoneby.Themorningofreformationhad

dawnedandthegreatre-awakeningoftheIslamicworldhadbegun.

Thispeaceful,religious,revivalistmovementoftheSheikhwasobnoxioustotheTurksand

othersformorereasonsthanone.Theytriedtocrushthismovementbyforce.Theyevenkilled

someoftheleaders,butcouldnotdestroythemovementoutright.Themovementlivedonand

isnowgrowingallovertheworld.EverywhereintheMuslim worldwearewitnessing,theraising

ofthebannerofTawheedandtherevivaloftheCalltotheQur’anandSunnah.

AllaroundtheMuslim world,weseesomeMuslims,individuallyandcollectivelyproclaimingthe

Callto

TawheedandthereturntotheQur’anandSunnahinthefaceofoppositionbythe‘Saint-

worshippers’,̀Grave-worshippers̀,̀theSufis’andthe‘Tariqatfollowers’.Thesedeviantgroups



allpurportormakethefalseclaim tobeAhlusSunnahwalJam’aahandlabelthetruecallersto

TheSunnahas̀Wahhabis’

Inviewoftheignobleandfalsepropagandamountedagainstthereformatorymovementof

SheikhMuhammadibnAbdalWahhabandthederogatoryuseoftheword̀ Wahhabi’forthe

movementantitsfollowers,wewillInshaAllahinthecourseofthisbooklet,giveashort

accountoftheimportanteventsofhislifeandsalientfeaturesofhiscreedandofhisworks.

HISLIFESTORY

SheikhMuhammadibnAbdalWahhabibnSulaimanibnAliibnMuhammadibnAhmadibn

RashidalTamimiwasbornintheyear1115A.H.(1703C.E.)in‘AyinatothenorthofRiyadh,in

theKingdom ofSaudiArabiaduringthereignofAbdullaibnMuhammadibnHamdibn

Muammar.Heexcelledoverhiscontemporariesinintelligenceandphysiqueandwasableto

committheQurantomemorybythetimehewastenyearsold.Hisfatherfoundhim capableof

leadingthecongregationalprayersanddecidedtogethim marriedthatyear.

HestudiedtheHanbaliJurisprudence,TafsirandHadithfrom hislearnedfather.Duringhis

childhooditself,hedirectedhisfullattentiontothebooksonTafsir,HadithandAqidahand

particularlytothewritingsofSheikalIslam IbnTaimiyaandIbnalQayyim andmadeadeep

studyofthem.

Helefthisnativetowntoperform theHajjandthenproceededtoMadinah.AtthattimeSheikh

AbdullahbinIbrahim ibnSaifbelongingtotheprogenyofSaifNajdiwaschiefofthescholarsof

Madinah.SheikhMuhammadacquiredagooddealofknowledgefrom him andcametobe

lovedandheldinhighesteem byhisteacher.HisstrongstandonThawheedandhisdeep

concernoverfalsebeliefsandevildeedsbroughtaboutastrongbondbetweentheSheikhand

histeacher.HewassoimpressedbyhisstudentthatSheikhAbdullahgrantedhim permission

ofnarratingwell-knownhadithsoftwooftheauthorities.FirstlyontheauthorityofIbnMuflih

reportingfrom SheikhIbnTaiymiyyahandreachinguptoImam Ahmad.Secondlyonthe

authorityofAbdalRahmanbinRajab,reportingfrom IbnalQayyim whonarrateditfrom his

teacherSheikhibnTaiymiyyareachinguptoImam Ahmad.SheikhAbdullahalsoauthorizedhim

tonarrateallthetraditionsreportedbySheikhAbdalBaqiHanbali,thechiefamongthegreat

teachersofhistime.Healsoauthorisedhim tonarratethetraditionsoftheSahihofBukhariand

thetraditionsoftheSahihofMuslim andcommentariesofboth,theSunanofTirmidhi,Nasa’ai,

AbuDawud,IbnMaajah,theMuwattaofImam MalikandtheMusnadofImam Ahmad.

Duringthistimehecametoknowandbenefitedfrom theknowledgeofotherscholarssuchas

AliAfendiDaghastanee,IsmaeelAjluniandothers.ThenhemovedontoNejd,BasraandSyria

forthepurposeofacquiringfurtherknowledge.HestayedforalongtimeinBasra,wherehe

pursuedhisstudiesunderanumberofrenownedscholars,amongwhom SheikhMuhammad

Majmuiwasmostprominent.Duringthistimehecompiledandpublishedmanyvaluablebooks

onthetopicofinnovations,superstitionsandthesupplicationtothedeadonesinthegraves.

Hesupportedhistreatiseswithmanifestevidencefrom theQuran.

Theadherentsoffalsehooddefamed,torturedandturnedhim outofBasra.Theyalso



persecutedhisteacherSheikhMajmui.HeleftforthetownofZubairinthescorchingheatof

thesummerandwasalmostdyingofthirst,whenAllahsenttohim amancalledAbuHamidan.

HefoundtheSheikhtobeamanoflearningandrighteousness.Sohemountedhim onhis

animalandtookhim toZubair.SheikhMuhammadthoughtofgoingtoSyriatoquenchhisthirst

formoreknowledge,butsoonfellshortofprovisionandwascompelledtoreturntoNejd.He

arrivedatAhsaandstayedwiththeSheikhAbdullahibnAbdalLatiffShafi’iandstudiedunder

him.

UN-ISLAMICPRACTICESOFTHATTIME.

SheikhMuhammadthenwenttoHarimala,avillageofNejdbecausehisfatherhadtransferred

thereandstayedwithhim.HedevotedhimselffullytothelearningofTafsirandHadith,

particularlytheworksofSkeikhibnTaiymiyyahandSheikhibnQayyim.Thisimmensely

increasedhisknowledgeandinsightandinfusedinhisheartaspiritofdeterminationand

steadfastness.Withhisdeepinsighthecouldvisualizealltheun-Islamicnotionsandcorrupt

practicesprevailinginNejdandthecountrieshehadvisited.EveninMadinah,hesawpeople

invokingtheProphet(sal)andmakingsupplicationtohim.HedecidedtodisseminatetheTrue

messageofIslam throughouttheArabianPeninsula.

TheSheikhfoundthatNejdwasinfestedwithcorruptbeliefsandreligiouspracticesrepugnant

tothefundamentalsoftheTrueReligion.TherewereanumberofgravesintheNejdareawhich

wereattributedtosomeoftheCompanionsoftheProphet(sal).Peoplevisitedthesegraves

andinvokedthem forhelpintheirhourofneed.InJubilatheyvisitedthegraveofZaidibn

Khattabandseekingrelieffortheirneeds.InManfuha,peoplesoughtmediatiothrougamale

palm-treebelievingthataspinster,whopaysavisittoit,soongetsmarried.

InDariyatherewasacavewhichpeoplefrequented.SimilarlytherewasgraveofDiraribnal

AzwarinthevalleyofGhabira.ItwasthesamestoryasinBasraandZubairwherepeople

worshipidolsofthepre-Islamicperiod.AsimilarsadstateofaffairsprevailedinIraq,Syria

EgyptandYemen.

HecomparedallthesepracticesinthelightoftheQuranandthepracticesoftheProphet(sal)

andhisCompanionsandfoundthem farremovedfrom andinconsistentwiththereligionand

spiritofIslam.ThiswasthesorrystateofaffairsnotonlywiththepeopleofNejdbutofother

placesaswell,intheMuslim world.

CALLFORREVIVALOFPUREMONOTHEISM

TheSheikhfoundthatthepeoplehadabandonedtheirfaith,andthemorehestudiedtheir

deviations,thefirmerhegrewinhisconvictionanddeterminationthatMuslimsshould

inevitablychangethemselvesandtreadthepathofthePiousPredecessors.Thehadithsof

Prophet(Sal)sayasfollows:

1.̀Youmustnecessarilytreadthepathofthosewholivedbeforeyou’.

2.̀Thelasthourshallnotcome,untilsomeofthepeopleofmyUmmahbegintoworshipidols.’



3.̀Islam wasbornastrangerandshallreturnasastrangerinsimilarmanner.’

SheikhMuhammadhadbynowresolvedtopubliclydeclareuntohispeoplethattheyhadgone

astrayfrom therightpath.

HestartedwithhiscalltothepeopleinthetownofHarimala,andmadeitcleartothem,thathe

calledthem onlyuntoAllah.HeremindedthepeoplethateverythingshouldbeforAllahalone

andthattheyshouldgiveuptheirwrongbeliefsandpractices.Thisnaturallyledtoadispute

andstrugglewiththepeopleandevenwithhisfather,whohadbeenledawaybythefalse

sayingsofthedeviatedfollowers.

TheSheikhcontinuedtopursuehiscauseundeterredbymakingspeeches,writingaswellas

practicallyguidingthepeople.Eventuallyagoodmajorityofhispeopleacceptedhisviews.His

fatherandbrotherSulaimantoowereconvincedafterprolongeddiscussions.Intheyear1153

A.H.hisfatherAbdalWahhabpassedaway.

AfterthedeathofhisfatherthepeopleopenlyacceptedthecalloftheSheikhandforsooktheir

falsenotions.TheyrespondedtothecallforareturntotheSunnahoftheProphet(sal)bothin

wordsanddeeds.

Duringthistimehistownwasdominatedbytwotribesbothclaimingleadershipbutnoneable

totakefullcontrolandmaintainjustice.Thesetribeswereinthepracticeofkeepingslavesand

indulgedineverymischiefandsin.WhentheSheikhthoughtofadmonishingthem,theygot

windofitandsetuponhim butwerepreventedbythetimelyactionofsomegoodpeople.

TheSheikhleftHarimalaforhisnativetownAiyna,wherehisforefathersoncelivedandruled.

HerehemetoneUthmanbinHamdbinMuammar,towhom heexplainedhisreformist

movementbasedontheQuranandSunnah.HeexplainedthesignificanceofThawheedand

howmuchthebeliefsandactionsofthepeopledifferedfrom thetruepath.HetoldUthmanthat

ifhewouldupholdthecauseofAllahandhisword,hewouldsooncometotheleadershipin

Nejdandcrownedwitheternalbliss.

UthmanrespondedreadilytotheSheikh’scall.HereagaintheSheikhurgedthepeopletoreturn

totheworshipofAllahonly(Thawheed)andastrictadherencetotheSunnahoftheProphet

(sal).TheSheikhmanagedtocutdowntreesthatwerebeingworshippedinthearea.He

succeededwiththehelpofUthman,inbringingdownthedomeoverthegraveofZaidibnal

Khattab.Healsocarriedouttheprescribedpunishmentforadulteryonawomanwhohad

confessedtoit.

TheSheikhandhismessagecametobewidelyknown,andhisreputationspreadfarandwide

anditalsoreachedSulaimanbinMuhammadbinUrai’ir,theGovernorofAhsaandthechildren

ofKhalid.ThisimpudentandignorantmansentalettertoUthmanbinMuammirsaying,“this

manwhoiswithyouissayingthisanddidthat,andwhenyoureceivethisletterslayhim,ifnot

weshallwithholdyourkharaj(revenue}whichiswithusinAhsa.”Thiswasatrickysituationfor

Uthman.ToopposeUrairwastoomuchforhim.Fearingthisthreatandweakinhisfaithibn

MuammarorderedtheSheikhtobebanishedfrom histown.



TheSheikhleftthetownonfootescortedbyahorsemanthroughthedesertinthescorching

sun,withonlythethoughtofAllah,untilhereachedDariyaastheguestofAbdalrahmanbin

Suwailim.ThroughibnSuwailim mostoftheprominentpeopleofDariyacametoknowofthe

Sheikh.Theyvisitedhim insecretandheexplainedtothem therealmeaningandthe

significanceofThawheed.AmongthosewhovisitedtheSheikhwerethetwobrothersofPrince

MuhammadbinSaud.ThesetwobrothersaftermuchdiscussionandtutoringbytheSheikh

wereenlightened.TheyexplainedtotheirbrotherprinceMuhammadthatSheikhMuhammad

wasstayingwithIbnSuwailim andthathewasablessingfrom Allahsenttothem.Theyurged

theprincetomeettheSheikh.

PRINCEMUHAMMEDBINSAUDACCEPTSTHESHEIKH

PrinceMuhammadacceptedthesuggestionandmettheSheikh.HeinvitedthePrinceto

Thawheedsayingthatitwasthemessage,withwhichalltheMessengersweresentbyAllah.He

alsodrewtheattentionofthePrincetothepolytheisticpracticesandnotionsprevalentamong

thepeopleoftheNejd.HewishedthatthePrinceshouldassumeleadershipoftheMuslims.

TheprinceaccededtothewishoftheSheikhandofferedhim allhelpandassistancetocarry

outhistask.HealsopromisedtoadheretotheSunnahoftheProphet(sal)tocommandthe

goodandtoprohibittheevil.

AftertheSheikhhadsettledatDariya,peoplebegantothrongtohim from allsideseven

claimingkinshipandacceptinghisCall.InthemeantimeUthmanibnMuammarwhoexiledthe

Sheikhfrom histowncametoknowofPrinceMuhammad’sacceptanceofSheikhMuhammad

andhismessage.NowUthmanverymuchregrettedwhathehaddonetotheSheikh.

UthmanibnMuammar,accompaniedbyalargedelegationcametoDariyaandcalledonthe

Sheikhtotendertheirapologies.TheyrequestedtheSheikhtocomebackwiththem.Hereplied

thatitdependedentirelyonthewishofPrinceMuhammad.PrinceMuhammadrefusedto

accedetotheirrequestandUthmanandhisfollowerswentbackdisappointed.

SHEIKHGAINSAFOLLOWING

NowpeoplecameinlargenumberstotheSheikh,seekingpureknowledgewithoutthe

adulterationoffablesandfalsehood.Heexplainedtothem therealmeaningof“Lailaaha

illallah”anditssignificance.Hestressedtheimportanceofthenegationofallfalsedeitiesand

theaffirmationofAllahandhisattributes.

TheSheikhcommunicatedwithpeopleofothercitiesandinvitedthem toaccepthiscalland

joinhismovementinordertoeradicateShirkandallitsabominablepractices.

Someacceptedwhileothersrejectedandsomeevenridiculedhim andaccusedhim ofsorcery.

Hecontinuedwithhismissionundeterred.Theopponentsexertedtheirutmosttorallytheir

forcestodestroythisnascentmovementbyanyorallmeans.SheikhMuhammadandthe

Princehadnoalternativebuttoresorttotheswordtodefendthismovement.Thiswarwenton

formanyyearsandvillageaftervillagefelltothenewalliance.Someopponentsvoluntarily

begantoacceptthem whentheyrealizedthetruenatureofthemovement.



Alltheeffortsbythemisguidedgrouptorallytheirforcestodestroythisnascentmovementby

anymeansmiserablyfailed.AftertheconquestofRiyadhin1187A.H.theSheikhentrustedthe

governingofthepeopletoPrinceAbdulAzizbinMuhammadbinSaudanddevotedhistimeto

worship,learningandteaching.PrinceMuhammadandhissonAbdalAzizalwaysconsulted

him beforetheyundertookanythingandhegavehisruling.Afteranarduousstruggleandhaving

reachedhisgoalhepassedawayinDhulQa’dahof1206.

BOOKSWRITTENBYSHEIKHMUHAMMAD

TheSheikhwastheauthorofanumberofbooks,prominentamongthem beingthecelebrated

KITABALTAWHID,whichneedsnointroduction.TheotherbooksareKashfalShubuhat,

ThalabatalUsul,Mukhtasaral-Sal-Nabawiyyah,Mukhthasaral-Insaaf,theSharhal-Kabirfi’lFiqh,

theNasihatal-Musliminbi-ahaditeKhatam al-Nabiyyin,Kitabal-Kabair,Ahadithal-Fitnand

severalothertreatisesandmostofthem werepertainingtothetopicofTawheed.

ItismentionedintheworkUnwanal-MajidthattheSheikhhadmanypupilsamongstwhom

werehissonswholaterbecameeminentscholars.HisfoursonsHussain,Abdullah,Aliand

Ibrahim establishedschoolsclosetotheirhomesandtaughttheyoungstudentsfrom Dariya

andotherplaces.Thefifthsonhadnotstudiedunderhim andhaddiedinhisyouth.

Someforthestudentswhobenefitedfrom hisknowledgeandrosetothepositionofQadisand

Muftisareasfollows:

SheikhAbdalAzizbinAbdullahalHusseinalNasim whowasaJudgeintheterritoryofAl

Washm.

SheikhSaidbinHijjiwhobecameJudgeofHautaofBaniTamim,

SheikhabdalRahmanbinNami,whobecameJudgeofAiyna

Ahsa,ShaikhAhmadbinRashidal-UrainitheQadiofSudair.

ThemostnotablestudentwasSheikhMuhammadbinIbrahim binAbdulLatiffbinAbdul

RahmanbinHassanwhowasthegrandMuftiofSaudiArabia.

ASUMMARYOFTHESTRUGGLEOFSHEIKHMUHAMMED

DuetotheSheikh’sstrongviewsonTawhidhewasacontroversialfigurethroughouthislifeand

afterhisdeathtothisday.Wewillreproduceheresomeofhiscommunicationsandexcerptsof

treatiseshehadwrittenforthebenefitofthereaders.Hereiswhathewrotetoal-Suwaidioneof

thescholarsofIraqinreplytohisletter:

“From MuhammadibnAbdal-WahhabtohisbrotherinfaithAbdal-RahmanibnAbdalla-Peace

beuponyouandalsotheMercyandtheBlessingsofAllah.Tocontinue:Iam pleasedtoreceive

yourletter.MayAllahmakeyouoneoftheleadersofthepiouspeopleandalsooneofthe

missionariescallingpeopletotheReligionoftheChiefoftheMessengers.Iwouldliketoinform

youthatIam bytheGraceofAllahafollowerofthePureReligionandnotaMubtadi(Innovator).



MyCreedandReligionwithwhichIobeyAllahisthesameMadhabasthatoftheAhlal-Sunnah

walJama’ahandasthatheldbytheleadersoftheMuslimssuchasthefourcelebratedleaders

oflawandtheirfollowerstillthedayofresurrection.

However,IhavelaidemphasisonfaithfulnessandsincerityinfollowingtheReligionofAllah.I

haveaskedthepeoplenottoinvokethelivingandthedeadfrom amongthesaintlyandpious

peopleseekinghelp.Ihavealsoadvisedthem toavoidcommittingactsofSHIRK(associating

otherobjectsintheworshipofAllah)whileofferingdevotiontoAllahinsuchmatterslike

slaughteringforsacrifice,makingvows,trustinginanyoneorinSujood(Prostration)andsuch

othermatterswhichareexclusivelyreservedforAllahalone.Noneistobetakenasapartner

untoAllahmayhebeanangeloraprophetcommissionedbyhim.Itishealonethatallthe

messengersfrom thefirsttothelastwereorderedtoobeyandworship.ThisistheMadhab

followedbytheAhlalSunnahwalJama’ah.

Ihavealsotoldthepeopleinclearwordsthatthefirstandtheearliestofpeoplewhointroduced

actsofSHIRKweretheRafidah(Shiaextremists)whoinvokedAliandothers,seekinghelpfor

theirneedsandtoridthem oftheirafflictions.

Iholdanofficeinmytownwherepeoplelistentomeandobeyme.Thiswasdislikedbysome

ofthechiefmagnatesofthetownaswhatIsaidwasagainsttheirtraditions.Ileadthepeoplein

thestipulatedprayersandinducethem topaytheirZakatandtoperform otheractsofdevotion

toAllah.Iforbadethem toindulgeinRIBA,indrinkingwineandallotherintoxicants.Thepeople

opposedthesecorruptleadersandroseagainstthem.ThisistheThawheedIhavebeen

commandedtopreach.Thesemischievousmagnatesofthetownbegantoascribedifferent

kindsoffabricationstome.Themischiefflaredupandtheyattackeduswithallthearmiesof

Satan,thecavalryandtheinfantry.TheyallegethatIbrandedallthepeopleas̀Kaafirs’except

thosewhofollowmeandthatIhavesolemnizedtheirmarriagesinawrongandillegalmanner.I

wonderhowasanemancanthinkofandsaysuchsillythings.Ihowever,declaremyselffree

from suchcalumniesinthepresenceofAllah.Suchtalkscanonlyemanatefrom thementally

deranged.Inshortwhatsoeverismentionedaboutme-exceptthatIinvitethem toThawheed

andprohibitthem from committingactsofShirk,isabsolutelyfalse.”

MATTERSTOWHICHTHESHEIKHINVITEDTHEPUBLICANDWHICHGOTHIM INTODISPUTE

WITHSOMEOFTHEULEMAS:

1.Tawhidal-Ubudiya-

HeexplainedtothepeoplethatIbadahisnothingbutexclusiveobediencetoAllahand

compliancewithHiscommands.Thisisacomprehensiveterm foreverythingthatAllahloves

andsuchwordsanddeedsHeispleasedwith.TheformsofIbadah(Worship)whicharetobe

offeredtoAllahalonearemany,suchasSalat(Prayers),Saum (Fasting),ZakatandSadaqah,

slaughteringofsacrificialanimals,tawafandinvocation.Hesaidthatanyonewhohappensto

directanyoftheseactstoanyoneotherthanAllahbecomesaMushriqasAllahtheExaltedsays:

“Andwhoeverinvokes(orworships)besidesAllahanyotherilah(god)ofwhom hehasnoproof,

thenhisreckoningisonlywithhisLord.SurelyAl-Kafirun(thedisbelieversintheOnenessof



Allahpolytheists,pagansidolatersetc.)willnotbesuccessful.”AlQuran23:117

2.Tawassul–

Thismeansaferventpleaandisoftwotypes:thepermittedandtheprohibited.Thepermitted

oneisbymeansoffaithandrighteousdeedsandtheGloriousNamesofAllahandhisattributes.

TheprohibitedoneisentreatyusingthenameoftheMessenger,piouspeopleandsaints.Here

iswhatAllahtheExaltedsays:

“Oyouwhobelieve!BemindfulofyourdutytowardsAllahandseekthemeansofapproachand

striveinHiscauseasmuchasyoucansothatyoumaybesuccessful.”AlQuran5:35

3.JourneyingtoMosquesonPilgrimage-

Heaskedthepeoplenottoundertakeanypilgrimagestomosquesotherthenthethree

mosquesasgiveninanauthentichadith.

“Donotundertakeajourneybuttothethreemosques-theSacredMosqueMakkah)my

mosque(Madinah)andthefurtherMosque(AlAqsa).”

4.Constructionovergraves,coveringanddecoratingthem etc.-

TheSheikhopenlydeclaredthattoconstructbuildingsoverthegravesisunlawful.Soisto

shroudthegraveswithbeautifulcoveringsanddecoratingthem.Itisprohibitedtoburncandles

overthegravesortosetupstoneinscriptions.Healsodeclaredthatitisillegaltohave

custodiansandcaretakersofshrines.Visitingsuchplacestantamounttoidolworshipandcan

leadtootherprohibitedactionssuchaskissingthem andgoingroundthem.Hesupportedhis

statementswithnumeroushadithsprohibitingsuchconstructions,visitingthem andprayingin

them.TheShaikhquotedthehadithofAbu‘l-Hayyajal-Asadiwhom AliibnAbiTalibasked:

“ShouldInotcommissionyouwithadutywithwhichtheMessengerofAllahhadcommissioned

me-toleavenostatuebuttocrushit,andnograveraisedabovethesurfaceofthegroundbutto

levelitdown?”

5.UnitywithrespectoftheHolyNamesandAttributesofAllah-

OnthistheSheikhheldtheviewsofthePiousPredecessorsandthefourcelebratedteachersof

lawandotherswhoheldthesameview,namelytheaffirmationandrecognitionoftheNames

andAttributesofAllahwithoutemployingTamtheel(findingsimilaritywithAllah’sattributes)or

Takeef.(e.g.ToexplainhowAllahdoessomething).

6.Innovations-

TheSheikhverymuchdislikedandspokeoutagainstinnovations(Bida’)especially:

1.ThecelebrationandholdingofgatheringsontheProphet’sBirthday.

2.MakingDhikrandsalawathbeforepronouncingtheAdhan.



3.VerballypronouncingtheNiyyah(intention)particularlybeforeTakbirTahrim.

4.RecitalofahadithofAbuHurairabeforetheKhatibascendstheMinbar.(Pulpit)

TheSheikhalsoabhorredandcondemnedtheinnovatedpracticesofTariqas(Orders),

Tawassuf(Mysticism)andotherpracticeswhichhavenoauthorityorsanctioneitfrom the

Messenger(sal)orfrom theCompanion(R.A).SeveralUlemahadcompiledworksonthis

subjectevenbeforeSheikhMuhammadsuchasIbn-Waddah,al-Turthushiandal-Shatibion

theseabominableinnovatedpracticesandhereticalactions.

ThisisashortbiographyofthebestofreformersandthegreatestofMujahidsandarenowned

scholarofIslam,whom Allahblessedwithdeepinsight.Thisreform movementwasinitiatedby

SheikhMuhammadandnotbySheikhAbdulWahhab.Thecorrectnameforthismovement

shouldhavebeen“al-Muhammadiya”andnot“alWahhabiya”.Inthelightoftheabovefactsitis

lefttothereadertojudgewhethertheSheikhinitiatedanewmadhaborwasrevivingthedeen

oftheProphet(sal),hisnoblecompanionsandtheirsuccessors.

IndeedallPraiseandthanksbetoAllahtheExalted,whohasgraceduswiththefavorof

preparingthislifesketchoftheSheikhMuhammadibnAbdal-Wahhab.MayAllahbemercifulto

him andPeaceandBlessingsofAllahbeuponMuhammad(sal)uponhisfamily,allhisnoble

companionsandtheirsuccessorsuntilthelastday.


